
/Charlatans Of Darkness
No matter what we do it seems there will always be those who are willing to exploit, 
lie, and cheat for money, power, and control. Growing up, I remember thinking it was 
some dark room with shadowy figures that made up the “Illuminati”, turns out it was 
just the rich maniacs who want to impose their will onto the world. [the great co-opt]

Below are words of a Billionaire explaining it quite well:

Chamath Palihapitiya: Get the money, get the money, and then let’s get around a table and let’s create new 
rules. Literally that simple, get the fucking money. I’m serious, do not get it, it is going to be made, it is going to 
be allocated, and you have a moral imperative to make sure that if you have a point of view that matters and you 
want to reflect it, you get it. I’m going to go get it, other people are going to go get it, and then it will be about a 
competition of views.

And don’t wrap yourself in all this like, liberal kind of bullshit about oh, my God, money, blah, no, stop. Here’s 
how the fucking world works, okay? It drives the world for better or for worse. Economic incentives drive entire 
swaths of populations to behave in very, very predictable, and then when you take it away, unpredictable ways. 
Ask anybody in your class that’s from a developing nation, ask anybody in your class who has seen that play out 
from where they’re from. So, that’s what you have to do, you gotta go and get it. If you control the capital and 
you have a point of view, you can now, then the question is, don’t be a sell-out.

Whatever your worldview is, you should be spending time to think about what that is. So that when you control 
some of these purse strings, you push that view into the world. I will never judge you, and you should not judge 
me for what that worldview is. But the point is the more diversity of those views, the more rational actors we 
have and the more of a balanced, fair system, that is what diversity really means to me.

It doesn’t mean let’s manage back to a quota, it doesn’t mean, okay, we need a black guy, a brown guy, we need 
a few, that’s not what it means. This is what it means, right? There are people in this audience that have probably 
dealt with the same kind of like life that I’ve dealt with. You have a very unique worldview that matters. In the 
absence of capital, you’re irrelevant, with capital you’re powerful. And then you decide in small ways, in medium 
size ways, in large ways, right, and it just depends on the scale of capital that you have.

And so that’s what’s necessary now in capitalism, which is that we have to come back to what is it really? Is it 
an economic system, yes. But it is a philosophy as well, right? And it’s a philosophy that says we will vote for 
the change we intend based on the views that we have. And when you look at the most successful people that 
operate in these tentacles, that’s what they do. Look at the Koch brothers, that’s what they do. They have built a 
network of influence based on capital. Their worldview is propagated into the world at an unbelievably aggres-
sive rate that has been compounding for decades, that is genius. It is genius, it doesn’t matter whether you agree 
with their worldview. The question is, what’s the counterweight to their worldview?

Can you name one? Can you name a group of people that operate in the exact same way, methodically, metic-
ulously assembling capital, influence, assets who believe the opposite? Irrespective of what you think of the 
Kochs. You want both views out in the world at scale. Well right now, you have this and you don’t have this. And 
there are many examples of that.

And so get the money and don’t lose your moral compass when you do.
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