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Egyptian Symbols



Greek Apparatus



Indian Alchemical Apparatus



The Four Elements

O Fire Q Water

N Air P Earth



From Greenberg - ñA Chemical History Tourò



Aristotleôs Transmutation Diagram

Fire

Water

EarthAir

Dry

Cold

Hot

Wet



Modern appearances of the four elements

Water Air Fire Earth



The Tria Prima- Paracelsus

Salt

SulfurMercury

Sophic Sulfur ïmale, Soul

Sophic Mercury ïfemale, Spirit

Sophic Salt ïMaterial Body



Tria prima from Della Tramutatione Metallicaby Giovanni Battista Nazari (Brescia, 1599)



The Seven Planetary Metals

SaturnXLead

VenusUCopper

JupiterWTin

MercuryTMercury

MarsVIron

MoonSSilver

SunRGold

PlanetSymbolMetal





The 12 processes of the Zodiac

DistillationGVirgo

DigestionFLeo

SolutionECancer

FixationDGemini

CongelationCTaurus

CalcinationBAries

ProcessSymbolZodiac Sign



ProjectionM Pisces

MultiplicationL Aquarius

FermentationK Capricorn

CerationJ Sagittarius

SeparationI Scorpio

SublimationH Libra

ProcessSymbolZodiac Sign



More Processes

DTo PurifyCTo Pulverize

hDistill$To Sublimate

ÅTo FilterQTo Precipitate

rTo ComposeATo Take

pTo RotsTo Solve

oTo BoilqAmalgamation



Substances

VVinegar-Distilled vinegar

:Aqua Fortis (nitric acid)mAqua Regia

*Aqua Vitae¨Oil of Vitriol

WAqua VitaevAmalgam

<Universal SeeduEssence



TartaréNitre

õSulphur\Alum

jBrassjSteel (?)

fNickel(Platinum

mZinc]Antimony



wRetort,Water Bath

¦CrucibleNManure

UrinePSand

oOilèSalt

ìStoneZQuicklime

dMagnesiacSal Ammoniac



Weights & Measures

6Pint5Pinch

4Scruple3Dram

2Ounce1Pound



0Spring9Winter

8Autumn7Summer

@Night#Day

Year$Night & Day

&Year^Month

%Week!Hour

Time



Symbolic Relationships

Water

Q

Aqua Vitae

*
Aqua Fortis

:
Aqua Regia

m
Water Bath

,
Clay

[ or k
Rust

>



Symbolic Relationships

Fire

O

Sulphur

õ

Amalgam

v

Distill

h
Sand

P
Arsenic Sulfur

U



Symbolic Relationships

Universal Seed

<

Salt

è

Nitre

é

Oil of Vitriol

e
Rock salt

H





Systematized Symbolsé?

No!

Water

Air Fire

Earth



Animals ïBirds

Black Crowïblackening, putrefaction

White Swanïsuperficial spirituality

Peacockïshift in perspective

Pelicanïself sacrifice

Phoenixïcompletion and rebirth

From ñThe Birds in Alchemyò by Adam McLean



Animals

Green Lionïpower of nature, iron sulfate

Gray Wolfïantimony, amalgamation

Snake or SerpentïRebirth, connection

Ouroborosïinfinity, completion

Toadïwet pathway similar to Black Crow

White Eagleïdry pathway of Swan

White Unicornïspiritual transition

Dragonïlike serpent, beginning and end

From ñAnimal Symbolism in the Alchemical Traditionò by Adam McLean



The Green Lion



From Greenberg - ñA Chemical History Tourò



The Gray Wolf

(of Antimony)



Ouroboros



The Phoenix



The Pelican





Salamander



Dragonôs Blood



The Twelve Philosophical Keys 

of Basil Valentine
Duodecim Claves philosophicæ 

1. Amalgamation 7. Gestation or ?

2. Separation 8. Fermentation

3. Purification 9. The Cycle

4. Putrefaction 10. Tria Prima

5. Solution 11. Multiplication

6. Conjunction 12. Calcination

Basilius Valentinus, 15
th

century Alchemist, 

Canon of the Benedictine Priory of Sankt Peter in Erfurt, Germany 



Amalgamation Separation



Purification Putrefaction



Solution



Conjunction
Gestation or 

Interconnection


